Virginia Agricultural BMP Technical Advisory Committee
Meeting 9:30AM , February 16, 2012

Draft Summary
TAC membersin attendance:
Member Representing Member Representing
Megen Ddton VACDE Steve Hopkins VCE
Mark Hollberg DCR Wayne Turley SR Cons. Tech.
Diane Beyer DCR Emily Hordey FSA
Robert Bradford Areall Chair (Proxy) Chad Wentz NRCS
Tom Turner CB Cons. Tech. Libby Norris CBF
Tim Sexton DCR Nut. Man. DGIF

Stephanie Martin DCR Blair Kru Agribusiness Col.
Tony Pane DCR Ronnie sArealll Rep. (proxy)

Participants. Emily Nelson, TISWCD; Debbie Cross,

The meeting began at 9:30 AM. Gary Moore led and followed. A summary of
discussion topics, action items, and significant concl
The draft summary of the January 4, 2012 TAC meeting e change noted
Old Business

Vquntary BMP P|Iot PrOJect Stephani€ on the Voluntary BMP Pilot Project;

retary of Natural Resources)
€ ) One hundred ten voluntary
BMPs that meet NRE ackimg Program mostly in the Coastal Plain.
The voluntary practiC i i ill, nutrient'management, cover crops and buffers.
ivalg eveloped by EPA.

s that are di€'to go before the Soil and Water Conservation Board
gulatory process is subject to the Administrative Process Act

February of 20%
It was noted that
minimum a RMP foramagri pperation would contain; erosion reduced to T, livestock exclusion,

i anni acres, and buffersthat average 35'in width. All BMPsin the plan
would need to be impleme ore " safe harbor” would be granted. A RMP would have alifespan of
nine (9) years, so long as all BMPs were maintained. Many types of incentives are under consideration to
encourage operators to seek RMP coverage. Incentives could include; increased cost-share, or cost-share
only for RMP implementation, green labeling, bonus payments and others. Still under discussion are Acts
of God, and who and how are RMPS enforced?

Having aRMP is voluntary, it would show that the farm is at the limit of technology (LOT) and is doing
everything that is appropriate for conservation of natural resources. While in “safe harbor” the operation
would be exempt from any changesto TMDL requirements. Having a RMP does not impact permit
requirements. RMPs are envisioned to be a working tool between a conservation planner and afarmer to
maintain conservation functionality. No additional RAP meetings are scheduled at this time.

Natural Resour ces Conservation Service (NRCS): Chad Wentz provided an update of NRCS activities.
The first batch of EQIP applications are currently being evaluated, 435 applications for ~$9.5M have been
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received. Additional applications are being accepted and will be considered after March 30. If EQIP funds
are available a third batching period will be available June 1*. Five percent of the state’s EQIP will be spent
in nationally selected 12 digit Hydrologic Units. NRCS has received 287 applications for Chesapeake Bay
Watershed Initiative (CBWI) for ~$11.9 M. Forestry practices have ~$600K; high tunnels have ~$300K
available. One hundred twenty Conservation Security Program (CSP) applications have been received.
There will be no new CCPI projects this year, existing grants should receive funding. Farm and Ranchland
Protection Program (FRPP) and Grassand Protection Program (GRP) are having problems finding match
for applications.

Farm Service Agency (FSA): Emily Hordey provided information about FSA programs. FSA & NRCS
will be conducting local office and in field quality assurance verifications of CRP and CREP contracts.
There will be a Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) readiness initiative training March 21, through 23,
2012. Thetraining isdesigned to increase private sector knowled CRP, CREP and increase TSP
capacity. Trainings will be conducted at Shepardstown, WV by ate University under a national
training contract. A nationwide competitive Conservation R ogram (CRP) will be available from
March 12 to April 6, 2012. Only for cropland with an erodi of 8 or greater or state conservation
priority areas (most of VA) for whole field applied practic n Rivers CREP is running out of
enrollment acres.

Gary informed the TAC that the two letters of r
he wrote and received input from the TAC member:
and approved for distribution.

Therewas a presentation about the TA
dissolving the priority practice, base 86
have been further discussions since that

reaVI notill issues) that
divison management

base to priority or
0 both Mr. Johnson and Mr. Peck. There
directed not to discuss the possibilities

CCI-CNT aswasrec ‘
(CBP) Agricultural i ‘ and Conservation Tillage reductions

mily Nelson provided a summary of the Stream protection
recommended making the LE-2 practice eligible statewide.

er. It was noted that a buffer must be at least 35" in average width to
er. Scientific studies in the Chesapeake Bay watershed indicate that 35
ent of nutrients & sediments begin; with wider buffers producing more

meet Virginia s definition @
is where some biological tr
contaminate reductions.
Emily introduced a proposed BMP that would alow the use of 35’ setback fence and 10" setback fencein
the samefield. Several difficult issues were discussed: 1) making sure that both the 10’ and 35" fence are
properly recorded. 2) What language is appropriate to assure that the appropriate setback fence is put in the
proper place to treat the runoff from the pasture. 3) How is cost share calculated? The stream protection
subcommittee will continue to work on this specification language. The TAC will discuss developing this
specification further at the next TAC meeting.

The matrix of TAC recommendations was distributed and discussed some changes to the existing language
were suggested.
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New Business

Marc Puckett distributed and discussed proposed revisions to the DGIF Wildlife BMPs. Most of the
changes are to promote the use of proper plant materials and to provide proper planting rates and provide
greater flexibility to the private land biologist in the field. Marc advised the TAC that all 15 counties within
the six SWCDs are now dligible to implement these practices. The TAC recommended that the revised
specifications be included in the 2013 BMP Manual.

Gary discussed two lifespan oriented documents that he has developed. One contains copies of all of the
lifespan clauses from the existing BMPs the other proposed some standardized language that could be
applied to alarge number of those practices. Gary will distribute to the TAC members for their
consideration and discussion at the next meeting.

Agency Updates

VCE announced that 28 staff has been hired since ther, i denied. The Assistant Director for
Ag. Programs position (Jim Ridell’s old job) isbein [

Chesapeake Bay Foundation: Libby Norrisr

for March 16 through 18. In addition to this 3 day Creek is scheduled

for April 21%. Contact Libby with any suggestions for paftici ttp://www.cbf.org)
currently is displaying alink to ayou t ' Creek. Itcanbe
accessed from you tube with this link: . daily/2012/01/3- minute-video-packs-hig-
message.html

She a'so promoted a maintenance project G am Co. that needs volunteers to help
remove invasive plants, oye ong the streambank shoreline.
DGIF: DGIF is aski s providing Technical assistance in

y'and game regul ations have been opened for public
input with public meseting  July, consult the DGIF webpage for additional

informatio
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